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	Operating Procedure
	Subject: 
	Safety/Emergency Preparedness/Nuclear Emergency Response



PURPOSE
[BUSINESS NAME] shall assure the safety of customers and staff if a natural or other type disaster should occur. To assure the safety of customers and staff in the event of a nuclear explosion or meltdown which threatens the area in which we are located.

PROCEDURE
1.
Warning may come from local Emergency Management alarms, from weather broadcast stations or from television or radio stations. When a warning is heard or seen, it shall be communicated immediately to the senior management staff member at each [BUSINESS NAME] site, unit or location where [BUSINESS NAME] customers and or staff are located.

2.
Outpatient customers shall be dismissed to public or private fallout shelters, if possible.

3.
Assisting child/adolescent customers:

1.
Contact parent/guardian for decision if possible.

2.
If parent/guardian is not accessible, child/adolescent customers shall be taken to a nearby public fallout shelter.


PROTECTION FROM NUCLEAR FALLOUT

General Information:

1.
Nuclear fallout is granular. It emits gamma rays rapidly, reducing danger substantially during the first hours and days. Harmful levels of radiation may persist for up to two full weeks however.

2.
Children, elderly, and ill persons are more susceptible to harm from radiation, and should be protected longer than generally healthy young and middle-aged adults.

3.
Food and water through which radiation passes do not trap and hold it. Only contact of fallout particles with food and water contaminates them.

4.
Water supplies originating in lakes, rivers and ponds will be contaminated by fallout.  Contaminated water may contain some radiation.

5.
Milk from cows which graze pasture contaminated by fallout may contain some radiation.

Action Guidelines:
1.
Obtain shelter by putting as much dense material as possible between yourself and the fallout. Solid matter slows the spread of radiation and allows it to deteriorate.

2.
Prepare to stay in the shelter you choose for up to two weeks.

A.
Take food and water for at least one week.

1.
Water: one quart per day

2.
Food: According to the number of persons.

B.
Water from household or building pipes is safe, if the main valve from a 

community source is shut. Open the valve (faucet) highest in the building and obtain water from the lowest valve.

C.
Water put in containers and covered before fallout begins is probably safe.

3.
Use radio for news. Use a battery-powered radio and have extra batteries on hand.

4.
Avoid using telephones, especially during the first hours and days. It may interfere with communication by public officials.

REVIEW RESPONSIBILITY
This procedure shall be reviewed annually by the Safety Committee and the Leadership Team.
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