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BOARD OF HEALTH – PROGRAM, POLICY, & APPEALS COMMITTEE 
Agenda for March 21, 2022 at 1:00 PM  

Meeting Location:  Branch County Courthouse, Commissioner’s Meeting Room,  

31 Division St., Coldwater, MI 

 
 

 

1. Call to Order 

a. Roll Call 

 

2. Public Comment 

 

3. New Business 

a. 292 Will James Rd., Matteson Twp, Branch County Appeal* 

b. Attorney Appointment* 

 

4. Public Comment 

 

5. Adjournment 

 

 

Public Comment: 

For the purpose of public participation during public hearings or during the public comment portion of a 

meeting, every speaker prior to the beginning of the meeting is requested but not required to provide the 

Board with his or her name, address and subject to be discussed.  Each speaker will be allowed to speak 

for no more than three (3) minutes at each public comment opportunity.  Board of Health By-laws, 

Article V, Section 3 
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To: Board of Health 

 

From: Rebecca Burns 

 

Date: March 16, 2022 

 

Re: Legal Agreements/Fees for District Health Departments 

 

 

At the request of Commissioner Leininger who inquired about legal fees and a retainer, the 

following information has been put together for your review.  I would draw your attention to the 

legal fees paid by the Agency by year and the reported legal fees paid by other district health 

departments in Michigan.   

 

As you know there are two models for local health departments in Michigan; county based or 

district health department (DHD).  For single county health departments, the local health 

department is a department of the county and uses the legal team for the county.  For district 

health departments, legal services are sought directly by the district health department.  

Therefore, I sought information from other district health departments in Michigan to provide an 

overview of fees for legal services. 

 

All but 4 district health departments responded to my request for information.  Those that did not 

respond were Benzie/Leelanau, Health Department of Northwest Michigan, DHD#2, and DHD 

#4.   

 

None of the DHD’s are paying a retainer for services by a firm.  All are paying an hourly rate.  

Until the issues of the pandemic, it was unusual for the local health department to have much 

cost for legal services.  Most of those costs were involved with human resource issues.  This is 

demonstrated by the legal services paid by fiscal year at BHSJCHA information that is provided. 

 

It is my recommendation that given the information other DHD’s have provided and our own 

data on past legal fees paid, that BHSJCHA maintain our existing relationship with Rosati, 

Schultz, Joppich, Amtsbuechler PC. 

 



 
 

 

DHD Legal Firm Attorney Name Retainer Hourly Rate

Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph Rosati Schultz Joppich Amtsbuechler PC Andrew Brege No 150.00

DHD #10 Running,Wise & Ford, PLC Cathy Jasinski No 130.00

Luce-Mackinac-Alger-Schoolcraft Foster Swift Mike Homier No 220.00

Dickinson-Iron Cohl, Stoker & Toskey Bonnie Toskey/Tim Perone No 160.00

Barry-Eaton Abbott Nicholson No 165.00

Western UP Foster Swift No 225.00

PH Delta-Menominee Cohl, Stoker & Toskey Dave Stoker No 185.00

Cass-VanBuren Foster Swift No

Multiple 

(Shareholders 

$225, 

Associates/Seni

or Attorneys 

$195, Legal 

Assistants 

$120)

Central Michigan Cohl, Stoker & Toskey No 190.00

Mid-Michigan Cohl, Stoker & Toskey No 195.00



History of Legal Fees

FY17/18
Date Total Hours General COVID

11/24/2017 $615.00 4.1 $615.00

12/22/2017 $525.00 3.5 $525.00

2/28/2018 $510.00 3.4 $510.00

3/30/2018 $75.00 0.5 $75.00

3/30/2018 $90.00 0.6 $90.00

4/27/2018 $105.00 0.7 $105.00

5/25/2018 $150.00 1.0 $150.00

6/22/2018 $450.00 3.0 $450.00

6/22/2018 $510.00 3.4 $510.00

8/31/2018 $75.00 0.5 $75.00

9/28/2018 $210.00 1.4 $210.00

9/30/2018 $225.00 1.5 $225.00

$3,540.00 23.6 $3,540.00

FY18/19
Date Total Hours General COVID

11/23/2018 $345.00 2.3 $345.00

12/21/2018 $90.00 0.6 $90.00

4/26/2019 $615.00 4.1 $615.00

5/24/2019 $690.00 4.6 $690.00

7/19/2019 $1,050.00 7.0 $1,050.00

8/30/2019 $195.00 1.3 $195.00

9/27/2019 $330.00 2.2 $330.00

$3,315.00 22.1 $3,315.00

FY19/20
Date Total Hours General COVID

10/31/2019 $165.00 1.1 $165.00

1/8/2020 $180.00 1.2 $180.00

3/10/2020 $315.00 2.1 $315.00

4/8/2020 $1,185.00 7.9 $960.00 $225.00

5/8/2020 $480.00 3.2 $480.00

5/8/2020 $165.00 1.1 $165.00

6/9/2020 $60.00 0.4 $60.00

7/9/2020 $600.00 4.0 $270.00 $330.00

8/11/2020 $570.00 3.8 $480.00 $90.00

8/11/2020 $450.00 3.0 $45.00 $405.00

9/14/2020 $105.00 0.7 $105.00

9/14/2020 $405.00 2.7 $405.00

$4,680.00 31.2 $3,630.00 $1,050.00



FY20/21
Date Total Hours General COVID

10/12/2020 $195.00 1.3 $195.00

10/12/2020 $1,125.00 7.5 $1,125.00

11/12/2020 $555.00 3.7 $555.00

11/12/2020 $150.00 1.0 $150.00

12/9/2020 $1,095.00 7.3 $450.00 $645.00

1/12/2021 $2,865.00 19.1 $225.00 $2,640.00

2/10/2021 $3,125.00 20.8 $3,125.00

3/9/2021 $812.00 5.4 $375.00 $437.00

4/14/2021 $375.00 2.5 $375.00

4/14/2021 $360.00 2.4 $330.00 $30.00

5/12/2021 $1,230.00 8.2 $1,230.00

5/12/2021 $2,138.80 14.3 $315.00 $1,823.80

6/9/20201 $705.00 4.7 $705.00

6/9/2021 $630.00 4.2 $165.00 $465.00

7/9/2021 $195.00 1.3 $195.00

7/9/2021 $1,200.00 8.0 $1,080.00 $120.00

8/12/2021 $240.00 1.6 $240.00

8/12/2021 $165.00 1.1 $165.00

9/10/2021 $1,560.00 10.4 $1,560.00

9/30/2021 $3,435.00 22.9 $3,435.00

$22,155.80 147.7 $7,875.00 $14,280.80

FY21/22
Date Total Hours General COVID

11/11/2021 $195.00 1.3 $120.00 $75.00

12/8/2021 $1,125.00 7.5 $645.00 $480.00

12/8/2021 $7,164.40 47.8 $7,164.40

1/10/2022 $885.00 5.9 $90.00 $795.00

1/10/2022 $510.00 3.4 $510.00

2/9/2022 $945.00 6.3 $945.00

2/9/2022 $1,785.00 11.9 $1,785.00

$12,609.40 254.7 $1,800.00 $10,809.40


